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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
 
 
STANDARDIZATION MANAGEMENT BOARD 
 
 
SUBJECT  
 
Terms of Reference of groups reporting to SMB 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This document lists the groups reporting to SMB including their Terms of Reference (ToR), role 
and membership. 
 
 
ACTION 
 
The SMB members are invited to note the document. 
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GROUPS REPORTING TO SMB 
 
Ad-hoc Group (ahG) 
Role: AhGs are set up to deal with specific topics (technical or operational), and usually exist 
for a short time (less than 12 months). No generic ToR. 
Membership: Convenor and members (usually from SMB) who are knowledgeable in the 
relevant field of activity. No formal process of approval. 
An ahG shall be automatically disbanded at the meeting to which it has presented its report. 
 
Strategic Group (SG) 
SG ToR and membership were revised and approved in 2015 (SMB/5712/INF). 
Role: SGs deal with technical issues at the strategic level. They are set up to look into new 
initiatives for IEC work in a specific domain and develop proposals by: 
- Analyzing market and industry developments in its area, 
- Identifying the TCs (technical committees) and SCs (subcommittees) concerned, 
- Analyzing the current level of TCs/SCs (technical committees/subcommittees) activities 

and identify where future activity is required, 
- Defining a structure for the coordination of cross TC/SC work, where required, 
- Monitoring TC/SC work to highlight any overlap of work or potential inconsistencies. 
Membership: Convenor and members who are knowledgeable in the relevant field of activity. 
The members are nominated and approved by the SMB. Experts/guests may also be invited 
to meetings for specific subjects at the discretion of the Convenor. SGs need to be small 
enough to communicate and operate effectively. 
 
Advisory Committee (AC) 
AC ToR and membership were revised and approved in 2015 (SMB/5712/INF). 
Role: ACs are responsible for technical coordination in current work of TCs. Deal generally 
with operational issues. The role of an SMB AC is to advise, guide and coordinate IEC work, 
under the auspices of the SMB, relating to ACART, ACEA, ACEC, ACOS, ACTAD, ACEE 
and ACSEC with the aim of ensuring consistency.  
ACs provide a forum for the discussion of problems of mutual interest between the 
representatives of technical committees having considerable interest in the scope of the AC 
as part of their normal work. 
The ACs report to the SMB. However, the ACs may provide advice (but not formal 
recommendations) to TC/SCs, within the scope of their terms of reference, following 
discussions with the TC/SCs concerned. Formal recommendations may only be made to 
SMB.  
Membership: The Chairs of ACs are nominated by the members of the AC and appointed by 
the SMB. The members of the AC are either representatives of the TC/SCs or SyCs 
concerned or experts appointed by the SMB, with an objective of a maximum of 1/3 of 
experts appointed by the SMB. 
Guests can be invited by the Chair to collaborate on specific topics. 
 
  

http://www.iec.ch/resources/tcdash/smb/SMB_5712e_INF.pdf
http://www.iec.ch/resources/tcdash/smb/SMB_5712e_INF.pdf
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Systems Standardization (Annex SP of ISO/IEC Directives IEC Supplement 2016) 
 
Systems Evaluation Group (SEG) 
Role: an open, potentially large group drawn from within and beyond the IEC community, 
used in the first stage of systems development. Its role is to engage the community of 
experts, identify the relevant stakeholders, define the general architecture and boundaries of 
the subject to be addressed and propose a possible programme of work and a relevant 
roadmap for the implementation of the standardization activities. 
Membership: the SEG membership should have a strong competence in all the issues within 
the scope of the SEG. This may require participation of experts outside the normal IEC 
community. A nomination for a Convenor of a SEG should be suggested by the proposer 
and shall be approved by the SMB. The Secretary is provided by IEC CO. 
Tasks: the principal task of a SEG is to evaluate whether or not there is a need for a new 
Systems Committee or other technical activity within the IEC.  
A possible work programme and a roadmap, to be further detailed and updated by the SyC, 
shall identify any closely related systems activities to clearly position the expected new 
systems work with the active participation of the existing SyCs.  
Review: progress reports to SMB shall be presented regularly. SMB will carry out a review 
on the SEG activity and results between 18 and 24 months after setting-up. 
 
Systems Committee (SyC) 
Role: a specialized type of committee working at the systems instead of the product level to 
develop reference architectures, use cases and appropriate standards and guidance on the 
interfaces, functionality and interaction of a system within its agreed terms of reference.  
A SyC can draft international standards, as well as other IEC deliverables. It functions 
generally in the same manner as a conventional technical committee, although special 
attention might need to be given to ensuring effective liaison and cooperation with members 
representing stakeholders beyond the IEC community. 
Membership: the secretariat is allocated to IEC CO. For appointment of the Chair, IEC CO 
will issue a call for nominations to the P-members of the new SyC, which will be submitted to 
SMB members who will vote on designating a Chair.  
For members, the same rules apply as those of TC/SCs. 
 
Systems Resource Group (SRG) 
Role: group formed by the SMB to accomplish the following: 
- Serve as a support and consulting resource to SyCs and SEGs; 
- Collect and share best practices between SyCs and SEGs; 
- Specify, have built and perform acceptance tests for tools and guidance for specialized 

functions such as architecture models, road mapping, use cases 
- Serve as a repository of tools and methods to be used by SyCs and SEGs 
Membership: The members of the SRG are experts nominated by the NCs and approved by 
SMB. They must have strong systems proficiency. The SRG works with all SyCs, but is 
intended to be different from SMB advisory committees. The members of the SRG are 
mostly systems experts, whereas the normal composition of technical advisory committees 
includes representatives of product TCs. 
Review: A report to SMB shall be presented regularly. SMB will carry out a review on the 
SRG activity and results when felt necessary. 
 

http://www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs/iec/isoiecdir-iecsup%7Bed10.0%7Den.pdf

